
 

July 21st, 2026 Hybrid Meeting 
11:30 AM 
Santa Paula Branch Line – Rail with Trails Project 
Speakers:  
Alex Puga, PE, Senior Transportation Engineer 
City of Ventura 
 
Meeting Description:  

The Santa Paula Branch Line – Rails with Trails Project will construct a four-mile multi-use trail along the 
railroad corridor between the East Ventura Metrolink Station and Wells Road. The project includes a multi-
use trail, pedestrian bridges, HAWK (High Intensity Activated Crosswalk) signals, lighting, public art, trail 
monuments, drought-tolerant landscaping, fencing, and other corridor enhancements. 

With a total project cost of $31.2 million, this transformative project will improve active transportation 
connectivity, enhance safety for all users, and create a vibrant community asset linking neighborhoods, 
destinations, and transit services. 

Meeting Sponsor:  

Chen Ryan Associates 

Leadership: 

President, Ryan Caldera 
Caltrans District 5 
 
Vice-President, Mark Bueno 
City of Thousand Oaks 
 
Secretary-Treasurer, Luis Mejia 
City of Camarillo 
 
Past President / Webmaster, Tom 
Mericle, TKM Engineering 
 
Section Administrator, Justin Link, 
City of Simi Valley 
 
Student Liaison, Tyler Bush 
GHD 
 
Fundraising Chair, Doug 
Rauschenberger 

Northbank Drive – Existing Conditions 

Northbank Drive - Proposed Improvements 

Northbank Drive – Proposed Improvements 


